
www.challengers.in

Programme Schedule
For updates, visit www.challengers.in

as on 21st January 2009

ver 5.9

India: Challenges & Policy Responses
22nd - 23rd January 2009, india habitat centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi, india

ministry of 
human Resource Development

Planning 
commission

ministry of 
communications & it

ministry of 
Panchayati Raj

co-organizers

organizers

National institute of
Rural Development

23RD JANUARY 2009, STEIN AUDITORIUM, INDIA HABITAT CENTRE, NEW DELHI

TIME: 15:30 - 18:00

SALUTING BEST PRACTICES

SKOCH CHALLENGER AWARDS ARE ONE OF THE HIGHEST, 
INDEPENDENTLY INSTITUTED, NON-COMPETITIVE, CIVILIAN HONORS IN 
THE COUNTRY THAT RECOGNIZES PEOPLE, PROJECTS AND INSTITUTIONS 
FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENTS IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE 
SOCIETY. THE SKOCH CHALLENGER AWARDS ARE COVETED FOR THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE AND A DISTINGUISHED JURY BASED APPROACH. NO 
INDUSTRY OR GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OR ENDORSEMENT IS SOLICITED, 
EXPECTED OR ACCEPTED FOR THE AWARDS AND THEY REMAIN 
INDEPENDENTLY INSTITUTED AND CONFERRED AS A THIRD PARTY 
PERSPECTIVE. THE ROLL OF HONOUR OF THE SKOCH CHALLENGER 
AWARDS OVER THE YEARS IS A TESTIMONY TO THIS.

23rd January 2009, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi
Time: 11:00 onwards

BEACONS OF HOPE EXHIBITION

National Disaster
management Authority

Sponsors



08:30-09:00 Registration & tea

09:00-11:00

09:00-09:15 Welcome & introduction: Dr Gursharan Dhanjal, cEo, Skoch Development Foundation &
Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation 

09:15-09:30 inauguration
09:30-09:45 Dr Subas Pani, Secretary, Planning commission
09:45-10:00 mr R P Agrawal Secretary, ministry of human Resource Development
10:00-10:15 mr karan Bajwa, Group Director - Public Sector, microsoft corporation (india) Pvt Ltd
10:15-10:30 Reserved
10:30-10:45 closing Remarks: Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation
11:00-11:30 tea Break
11:30-13:00

chair: mr Bhaskar chatterjee, Principal Advisor, Planning commission
mr N k Sinha, Joint Secretary,  ministry of human Resource Development
Dr D k Vaid, Professor & head, Department of Educational Surveys and Data Processing, NcERt
Dr G Narendra kumar, Secretary-technical Education, Government of Delhi
mr Rajeev katyal, Director-Education, microsoft corporation (india) Pvt Ltd
mr Nirmal Singh, National head-institutional Alliance Business, Niit Limited 
mr Ashutosh chadha, Director-Strategic initiatives, Education, intel corporation
mr Sunil Jain, Associate Editor, Business Standard
mr om Pathak, Founder chairman, SelaQui World School

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break
14:00-17:00

14:00-14:05 opening Remarks: mr Sameer kochhar, chief Editor, inclusion
14:05-14:15 chair: mr R chandrashekhar, Special Secretary, Department of information technology#

co chair: mr A N P Sinha, Secretary, Panchayati Raj
ms Neelam Dhawan, managing Director, hP india Sales Pvt Ltd#

mr Sandeep Sehgal, Red hat#

Mr Arun Bhardwaj , Chief Operating Offi cer, Industry Verticals, Enterprise Services, Bharti Airtel Ltd#

mr Shankar Aggarwal, Joint Secretary, Department of information technology
Dr B Shadrach, iDRc
Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation
mr Venkatesh hariharan, head-open Source Affairs, Red hat
mr Prakash kumar, Director-Public Sector, internet Business Solutions Group, ciSco Systems inc
ms Zohra chatterji, Joint Secretary, information and Broadcasting
mr D k  Jain, Joint Secretary, ministry of Panchayati Raj
Dr B N  Shetty, Scientist F, Nic
mr Ashis Sanyal, Senior Director, Department of information technology
mr A k Balani, Director, Department of information technology
Dr D S Ravindran, cEo, center for e-Governance, karnataka
mr Bhushan mohan, Principal consultant-Pmu, Department of information technology
mr D krishnan, Principal consultant-Pmu, Department of information technology
mr Rakesh Raina, hcL infosystems
mr Niraj Prakash, Gm-Public Services, SAP india Pvt Ltd
Mr Vijay Kapur, National Technology Offi cer, Microsoft Corporation (India) Pvt Ltd
mr Veer Sagar, cEo, Selectronics
mr. Gautam Ghosh, Senior technical Director, Nic
mr P V Laxmi Narayan, Senior technical Director, Nic
Dr R k Verma, Senior technical Director, Nic
mr B Vinaya, Senior technical Director, Nic
Dr S c Pradhan, Senior technical Director, Nic
ms Pratibha Singh, Senior technical Director, Nic
mr kewal krishna, Senior technical Director, Nic

17:00-17:10 closing Remarks
# Opening Statement For updates, visit www.challengers.in

Round Table: Next 5 Years of e-Governance

Round Table: Education & Employability

Curtain Raiser - India: Challenges and Policy Responses

CAPACITY IS KING   22nd January, Jacaranda, india habitat centre, New Delhi

India: Challenges & Policy Responses

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

* Some speakers are subject to confi rmation



08:30-09:00 Registration & tea
09:00-09:15 Welcome and introduction: mr Sameer kochhar, chief Editor, inclusion &

Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation

09:00-11:00

09:15-09:30 inauguration
09:30-09:50 mr Wajahat habibullah, hon’ble chief  information commissioner
09:50-10:10 Right to Education: Dr Arun kumar Rath, Secretary, ministry of human Resource Development
10:10-10:25 mr Rajan Anandan, managing Director, microsoft corporation (india) Pvt Ltd
10:25-10:40 mr R chandrashekhar, Special Secretary, Department of information technology
10:40-10:55 ms Jayshree Vyas, managing Director, SEWA Bank
10:55-11:00 closing Remarks
11:00-11:30 inauguration of Becons of hope Exhibition and tea Break
11:30-13:00

mr Surya P Sethi, Principal Advisor, Planning commission
mr Rakesh Nath, chairperson, central Electricity Authority
Mr Uma Shankar, CMD, Rural Electrifi cation Corporation
mr karan Bajwa, Group Director - Public Sector, microsoft corporation (india) Pvt Ltd
mr A k misra, Senior Advisor, Planning commission
mr i c P keshari, Joint Secretary, ministry of Power
mr Sidhartha mathur, kPmG
mr c N Raghupathi, VP-utilities & manufacturing, infosys
mr himadri Endow, Gm-marketing, india & Southeast Asia, Areva

13:00-13:45 Lunch Break

13:45-15:30

mr Bimalendu chakrabarti, cmD, New india Assurance
mr m Ramadoss, cmD, oriental insurance
mr R i S Sidhu, cGm, Punjab National Bank
mr Anurag Gupta, cEo, ZERo-mass Foundation
mr G c Panigrahi, cGm, NABARD
mr Shankar Aggarwal, Joint Secretary, Department of information technology
Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation

15:30-18:00

Award ceremony
Premiere of Lifetime Achievement Film

For updates, visit www.challengers.in

Inclusive Economics, Inclusive Governance: Telecentre 2.0

Skoch Challenger Awards 2009#

Panel Discussion - Focus: Gearing-up Power Sector

Plenary - India: Challenges and Policy Responses

23rd January, Stein Auditorium, india habitat centre, New Delhi

India: Challenges & Policy Responses

#Skoch challenger Awards are one of the highest, independently instituted, non-competitive, civilian honors in the country that recognizes 
people, projects and institutions for their extraordinary achievements in contributing to the society. the Skoch challenger Awards are 
coveted for their independence and a distinguished jury based approach. No industry or government support or endorsement is solicited, 
expected or accepted for the awards and they remain independently instituted and conferred as a third party perspective. the Roll of hon-
our of the Skoch challenger Awards over the years is a testimony to this.

* Some speakers are subject to confi rmation

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:



For updates, visit www.challengers.in
* Some speakers are subject to confi rmation

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

08:30-09:00 Registration & tea

09:00-11:00

09:00-09:15 Welcome & introduction: mr Sameer kochhar, chief Editor, inclusion
09:15-09:30 inauguration
09:30-09:50 keynote: Gen N c Vij, hon’ble Vice chairman, National Disaster management Authority
09:50-10:05 urban Planning for Disaster Reduction: Dr m Ramachandran, Secretary, ministry of urban Development
10:05-10:20 Enabling Legistlation and Role of ict in outreach: mr R chandrashekhar, Special Secretary, Dit
10:20-10:35 A technology Response to Natural Disaster: mr Andrew William hawkins, Director, Public Safety Solutions, 

Worldwide Public Sector, microsoft corporation
10:35-10:55 Reserved
10:55-11:00 Vote of thanks: mr Anurag Gupta, cEo, ZERo-mass Foundation
11:00-11:30 tea Break
11:30-13:20

                chair: Lt Gen (Dr) J R Bhardwaj, PVSm, AVSm, VSm, PhS (Retd), hon’ble member, NDmA
                             Co-Chair: Maj Gen Dipankar Banerjee (Retd), Director, Institute of Peace and Confl ict Studies

11:30-11:50 Prof Vinayshil Gautam, iit-D
11:50-12:00 mr R Ramakrishnan, Program Director, SAP Labs india Pvt Ltd 
12:00-12:15 mr Andrew William hawkins, Director, Public Safety Solutions, Worldwide Public Sector, microsoft corporation
12:15-12:25 mr Andrew morris, i2 technologies
12:25-12:35 mr Nicholas Smith, international Sales Director, Scyron
12:35-12:50 h krishnamurthy, Principal Research Scientist, iiSc-Bangalore
12:50-13:05 Dr Deepak B Phatak, chair Professor, iit-B & Director, Skoch Development Foundation
13:05-13:20 mr Abhijit Bhattacharya, Former chief customs & Excise commissioner
13:30-14:20 Lunch Break

14:20-15:20

                               chair: Prof N Vinod chandra menon, hon’ble member, National Disaster management Authority             
14:20-14:35 Dr Gulshan Rai, Director, cERt-in
14:35-14:45 mr uday kumar Varma, Additional Secretary, ministry of information & Broadcasting
14:45-14:55 Dr N Vijayaditya, controller of certifying Authorities
14:55-15:05 is cyber Law up-to it?: mr Pavan Duggal, President, cyberlaws.net
15:05-15:20 Mr Sanjay Bahl, Chief Security Offi cer,  Microsoft Corporation (India) Pvt. Ltd.
15:20-15:50 tea Break

15:50-16:30

                  chair: mr Shashidhar Reddy, hon’ble member, National Disaster management Authority

15:50-16:05 mr Ramesh kumar, Principal Secretary & Relief commissioner, maharashtra State Disaster management Authority
16:05-16:20 Dr kamal Lochan mishra, Deputy General manager, orissa State Disaster management Authority
16:20-16:30 closing Remarks

Community Radio & Services for the Next Decade

State of States

Technology Response to Terror

Curtain Raiser - India: Challenges & Policy Responses

SECURITY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT   22nd January, Silver oak, india habitat centre, New Delhi



THINKERS & WRITERS FORUM   22nd January, Willow, india habitat centre, New Delhi

Presented by:Thinkers and Writers Forum
the academic and research community has been one of the most important pillars of policy mak-
ing in all the developed countries, providing the immense benefi t of the ground research on the 
global best practices to the policy makers. in order to enhance the participation of stakehold-
ers from this community into the deliberations carried out during Skoch Summits, a dedicated 
“thinkers and Writers Forum” is hosted by Skoch Development Foundation where the authors of 
select papers are provided an opportunity to present their views on the key conference issues. 
the members of the community are also rewarded for their work.

Jury: Dr k Subramanian, Advisor to cAG & Former DDG Nic; Prof S k Gupta, iit-Delhi; mr Rajen 
Varda, Resource Person, ictD community, uN Solution Exchange; mr Jaijit Bhattacharya, country 
Director, Sun microsystems india

11:30-17:30

For updates, visit www.challengers.in
* Some speakers are subject to confi rmation

11:30-11:40 Welcome & introduction: mr Vikas kanungo, convenor & ms manisha kochhar, Director, Skoch Development Foundation
11:40-11:50 Brig (Dr) B k khanna, Senior Specialist, NDmA
11:50-12:00 ms Shefali S Dash, DDG, Nic
12:00-12:10 mr Sudhir Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, Sify
12:10-12:20 mr Jatinder Singh, Rai Business School
12:20-12:30 mr Jayanthi, head of Division, State Planning commission-tN
12:30-12:40 Dr L R Yadav, Nic Lucknow
12:40-12:50 mr N P mohapatra, AGm, NABARD
12:50-13:00 mr m moni, DDG, Nic
13:00-14:00 Lunch Break
14:00-14:10 mr Prashant khattri, university of Delhi
14:10-14:20 mr Nilaya Varma, Associate Director, Pricewaterhousecoopers
14:20-14:30 Dr k t Arasu, Director, Alterenative for india Development
14:30-14:40 Dr S J Gandhi, Deputy Director, Department of health Family Welfare, Government of Gujarat
14:40-14:50 mr R D Bhusari, Nic
14:50-15:00 Dr D c misra, e-Governance Researcher & consultant
15:00-15:30 tea Break
15:30-15:40 Dr Saraswatula VRVL Prasad, Principal consultant, Pricewaterhousecoopers
15:40-15:50 mr m P Suganthi, Nic Delhi
15:50-16:00 mr Pradyot kumar Sahu, AiEEE
16:00-16:10 mr Niladri mohanti, Nic orissa State centre
16:10-16:20 Dr R c chhipa, Principal investigator, centre for Air & Water modalling, SGV university-Jaipur
16:20-16:30 mr Susheel kumar, technical Director, Nic haryana State centre
16:30-16:40 mr hemantha kumar Pamarthy, hand in hand micro Finance
16:40-16:50 Dr Ritu Dangwal, Assistant Professor, Niit Delhi
16:50-17:00 ms Shruti mehta, Skyline institute of Engineering & technology
17:00-17:10 Prof Phalguni Gupta, Department of computer Science & Engineering, iit-kanpur




