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1330-14301000-1030

INAUGURAL SESSION

INAUGURAL SESSION

1000-1005 National Anthem

1005-1010 Welcome: Dr Gursharan Dhanjal, Managing Director & Editor, SKOCH Group

1010-1020 Opening Remarks: Mr Sameer Kochhar, Chairman, SKOCH Group

1020-1025 Live Voting

Sameer Kochhar
Chairman

SKOCH Group

Gursharan Dhanjal
Managing Director & Editor,  

SKOCH Group

India is a federation of states. There are State subjects, Central 
subjects as well as a Concurrent list. Citizens now expect gov-
ernment to deliver quality online services with uninterrupted 
connectivity at all times. This expectation presents a challenge 
and can cause a spiralling effect on development programmes 
including those related to digital governance. Priorities of the 
government alternatively are not merely the efficient delivery of 
citizen services but also to focus on security, privacy and data. 
In the connected government framework at the centre, each 
ministry may create its own applications and then take it national 
through state governments. These include programmes like 
National Digital Health Mission, Education, Agriculture and Land 
& Property Dematerialisation.

Operating a connected government requires a fresh approach 
to conceiving national level programme rollouts, collecting and 
analysing information and delivering keeping the end-customer in 
vision. It would be interesting subject to study how the states inte-
grate the national connected government vision with their own.

Connected government is not about technology alone, it is about 
self-service portals, voice activated assistants, unified digital 
platforms and so on. State government are increasingly adopting 
modern technologies to deliver enhanced value to its citizens. 
The focus is shifting from reactive and responsive to proactive 
and predictive. For example, the government has turned to 
technology to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 that has given 
encouraging results.

Government has to address significant citizen concerns while 
using technology for civic engagement and confidence building. 
A connected government implies collaboration among all the 
federal governments and  programmes to align services and 
delivery to citizen’s felt-needs with a single citizen view. The 73rd 
SKOCH Summit deliberates on the vision of state governments 
on how they see their own connected government approaches 
pan out between 2021-25 by when India is poised to become $1 
trillion digital economy.
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1130-1140 BEACONS OF HOPE - SKOCH ORDER-OF-MERIT INVESTITURE

1030-1130

DISTRICTS

DISTRICTS

1030-1035 Moderator: Mr Madan Mohan, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former CGM, NABARD

1035-1040 Mr Thavaseelan K, Deputy Commissioner, District Administration Mon

1040-1045 Mr Venkata Rao Suthapalli, Collector & District Magistrate, District Administration Mahabubnagar

1045-1050 Dr MV Reddy, Collector & District Magistrate, District Administration Kothagudem

1050-1055 Mr G B Panda, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation and Former Senior Advisor, Planning Commission

1055-1120 Discussion, Q&A & Live Voting

1120-1130 Recommendations: Mr Nirmal Bansal, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Banker

SN PROJECT ORGANISATION

1 e-Governance in District Administration Bhadradri Kothagudem, District Administration 
Kothagudem

District Administration Kothagudem

2 Better Healthcare facilities for Tribal Families District Administration Kothagudem

3 Computerisation And Digitization Of Record Room District Administration Mahabubnagar

4 Response To Covid 19 District Administration Mon

Madan Mohan
Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development 

Foundation & Former CGM, NABARD

K Thavaseelan
Deputy Commissioner

District Administration Mon

Venkata Rao Suthapalli
Collector & District Magistrate

District Administration Mahabubnagar

MV Reddy
Collector & District Magistrate 

District Administration Kothagudem

G B Panda
Senior Fellow 

SKOCH Development Foundation

Nirmal Bansal
Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development  

Foundation & Former Banker

Districts are the face of the governance which interface directly with the citizen. It is an ideal situation to have an integrated view of the 
government for the citizen with a single sign-on to have a single user interface. It makes the government agile, responds quickly to new 
situations, particularly a situation like COVID-19. For citizen, it would mean reduced number of visits to the government office, improved 
governance and with the availability of error free data, better targeting and delivery of services. The Panel discusses the following:

1.	 What needs to be done to improve this integration?

2.	 What are the impediments?

3.	 Given the current challenges, how to leverage data and see its functionality across all applications, services and departments?
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1140-1240

LOCAL BODIES

1140-1145 Moderator: Mr Nirmal Bansal, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Banker

1145-1150 Ms Shreeja CS, Chairperson, Nedumangad Municipality

1150-1155 Mr Animesh Bhattacharya, Chief Executive Officer, New Town Kolkata Green Smart City Corporation Limited (NKGSCCL)

1155-1200 Dr Bhagwantrao Patil, Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad Jalgaon

1200-1205 Ms Bini K U, Secretary, Kozhikode Municipal Corporation

1205-1230 Discussion, Q&A & Live Voting

1230-1240 Recommendations: Mr UK Sharma, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Adviser, Niti Ayog

Nirmal Bansal
Senior Fellow 

SKOCH Development Foundation 

Bhagwantrao Patil
Chief Executive Officer 
Zilla Parishad Jalgaon

Animesh Bhattacharya
Collector & District Magistrate 

District Administration Kothagudem

Bini K U
Secretary 

Kozhikode Municipal Corporation

UK Sharma
Senior Fellow 

SKOCH Development Foundation

Shreeja CS
Chairperson 

Nedumangad Municipality

1240-1250 BEACONS OF HOPE - SKOCH ORDER-OF-MERIT INVESTITURE

1250-1330 Lunch Break

SN PROJECT ORGANISATION

1 Implementation and Maintenance of LED Street Lights through PPP Kozhikode Municipal Corporation

2 Community Kitchen Kozhikode Municipal Corporation

3 GIS Mapping Of Our Municipality Nedumangad Municipality

4 App-based Smart Parking Initiative at Tata Cancer Hospital New Town Kolkata Green Smart City

5 Disaster Management Center ( Defending Disasters... Securing Mankind...) Sangli Miraj and Kupwad Municipal Corporation

6 National Pension Scheme Account On Your Screen Zilla Parishad Jalgaon

7 Mission 500 School Compounds Zilla Parishad Jalgaon

The evolution of local governance in the present system of Panchayati Raj Institutions and various types of Municipal Bodies goes along 
the constitution models in the form of 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments. Local bodies are the interaction layer for the citizens For 
citizen, it would mean transacting online and for government, availability of error free data, better targeting and delivery of services. It 
makes the government agile, responds quickly to new situations, particularly a situation like pandemic. The Panel discusses the following:

1. What needs to be done to improve this interaction?

2. What are the impediments?

3. Given the current challenges, how to leverage data and see its functionality across all applications, services and departments?
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1330-1430

JOBS & EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

JOBS & EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

1330-1335 Moderator: Mr Bhushan Mohan, Senior Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Principal Consultant, NeGD

1335-1340 Ms Shailaja Ramaiyer, Commissioner, Department of Handlooms and Textiles, Government of Telangana

1340-1345 Mr S Narasimha Murthy, Additional Labour Commissioner, Department of Labour, Government of Karnataka

1345-1350 Mr Lingraj Panda, State Project Director, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan 

1350-1355 Mr Abhishek Agarwal, President, Judge India Solutions Private Limited

1355-1420 Discussion, Q&A & Live Voting

1420-1430 Recommendations: Dr Shefali Dash, Distinguished Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Director General, NIC

Bhushan Mohan
Senior Fellow

SKOCH Development Foundation

Shailaja Ramaiyer
Commissioner, Department of 

Handlooms and Textiles, Telangana

Lingraj Panda
State Project Director, Odisha Adarsha  

Vidyalaya Sangathan

S Narasimha Murthy
Additional Labour Commissioner, 
Department of Labour, Karnataka

Shefali Dash
Distinguished Fellow 

SKOCH Development Foundation 

Abhishek Agarwal
President 

Judge India Solutions Private Limited

1430-1440 BEACONS OF HOPE - SKOCH ORDER-OF-MERIT INVESTITURE

SN PROJECT ORGANISATION

1 40 %-Input Subsidy Linked Wage Compensation Scheme Department of Handlooms and Textiles Telangana

2 Telangana Textile and Apparel Policy (T-TAP) Department of Handlooms and Textiles Telangana

3 Eaze of Doing Business Reforms Department of labour, Karnataka

4 Covid-19 Relief Mesures to Construction and Unorganised Workers Department of labour, Karnataka

5 Inspirational Or Transformational Performance During Covid-19 Judge India Solutions Private Limited

6 Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan

Economies are ranked on their ease of doing business from 1-190. India is currently at 63rd rank, ascended 17 notches from 2019. Ease 
of Doing Business includes business / regulatory reforms, getting credit, paying taxes, contracting with the government and employing 
workers. We need to do some out of the box thinking. The panel discusses the following:

1.     What needs to be done for India to improve its rankings on Ease of Doing Business?

2.     What are the impediments and how to overcome these?

3.     How to increase jobs?
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1440-1540

INNOVATION

1440-1445 Moderator: Dr Gursharan Dhanjal, Managing Director & Editor, SKOCH Group

1445-1450 Mr Chandra Vanu Som, Additional Chief Secretary, Sports, Youth & Cultural Activities Department, Government of Gujarat

1450-1455 Dr Hanif Qureshi, Director General, New & Renewable Energy Department, Haryana & HAREDA, Haryana Renewable Energy Development 
Agency (HAREDA)

1455-1500 Mr Satish Pandey, Principal Scientist, CSIR-Central Road Research Institute

1500-1505 Dr M P Parvathee Devi, Superintendent, Government Ayurveda Research Institute for Mental Diseases

1505-1510 Mr Amitava Akuli, Joint Director, Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)

1510-1530 Discussion, Q&A & Live Voting

1530-1540 Recommendations: Dr Shefali Dash, Distinguished Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation & Former Director General, NIC

SKOCH AWARD

Hanif Qureshi
DG, New & Renewable Energy Department 

Haryana & HAREDA

Chandra Vanu Som
Additional Chief Secretary, Sports, Youth and 

Cultural Activities Department, Gujarat

Satish Pandey
Principal Scientist

CSIR-Central Road Research Institute

Amitava Akuli
Joint Director, Centre For Development 

of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)

M P Parvathee Devi
Superintendent, Government Ayurveda 
Research Institute for Mental Diseases

1540-1550 BEACONS OF HOPE - SKOCH ORDER-OF-MERIT INVESTITURE

SN PROJECT ORGANISATION

1 CT-VIEU-Quality Estimation of Dry Chilli C-DAC, Kolkata

2 Utilization of Steel Slag of Tata Steel Jamshedpur in Road Construction CSIR-Central Road Research Institute, Delhi

3 Comprehensive Mental Health Care In Karnataka Department of Health & Family Welfare, Karnataka

4 Karnataka State Holistic Empowering-programme For Mental Ailments Department of Health & Family Welfare, Karnataka

5 Susmrutham Govt Ayurveda Research Inst for Mental Diseases, Kottakkal

6 Egovernance In Harbour Engineering Department Harbour Engineering Department

7 Solar Water Pumping Programme in Haryana Haryana Renewable Energy Development Agency

8 Mobile 2 Sports: Play At Home Sports, Youth & Cultural Activities Dept, Gujarat

Gursharan Dhanjal
Managing Director & Editor 

SKOCH Group

Shefali Dash
Distinguished Fellow

SKOCH Development Foundation 

Innovation has macroeconomic impact as well as pushes productivity and competitiveness. The role of government is to invest in science, 
incentivise and to create necessary infrastructure. So, interdependence, knowledge transfer and sustained investment become critical to 
innovations. The panel discusses the following:

1.     Innovation relies on skills and infrastructure that need investments. How can we achieve better coordination for desired results?

2.     Innovation is becoming more international – how to build on national policies to draw on ideas and best practices so that it does not 
develop in a vacuum?

3.     How to take these innovations to market?
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INNOVATION
1550-1630

SKOCH AWARD

Conferred This Honest Independent Honour in India on 22nd December 2020 at New Delhi
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A 222, Sushant Lok-I, Gurgaon - 122001, Haryana, India
Tel: +91-124-4777444, Fax: +91-124-4777440 
e-Mail: info@skoch.in, www.skoch.in

ABOUT SKOCH GROUP
SKOCH Group is India’s leading think tank dealing with socio-economic issues with a focus on 

inclusive growth since 1997. The Group companies include a consulting wing, a media wing 

and a charitable foundation. SKOCH Group is able to bring an Indian felt-needs context to 

strategies and engages with Fortune-500 companies, State Owned Enterprises, Government 

to SMEs and Community-Based Organisations with equal ease. The repertoire of services 

includes field interventions, consultancy, research reports, impact assessments, policy briefs, 

books, journals, workshops and conferences. SKOCH Group has instituted India’s highest 

independent civilian honours in the field of governance, finance, technology, economics and 

social sector.


