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INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE AND POWER ASYMMETRY 
IN THE CONTEXT OF RURAL INDIA

T
his book explains how to bring about institutional 
change and foster new institutional structures 
(institution building) by resolving power inequities 
in a rural ecosystem in India, and advocates the 

identification of an appropriate institutional champion to 
make this happen.

The book develops a power-asymmetry-based framework 
and argues that a champion with the right attributes and the 
‘ability’ to ‘convene’ people over a social issue can only succeed 
if he/she can resolve or reduce the deep-rooted societal power 
asymmetries within that community. It also presents four case 
studies that indicate how such social change is typically spread 
over a long period of time.

Amar Patnaik 
is a former civil servant belonging 
to the Indian Audit and Accounts 
Service under the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India from 
where he prematurely retired to join 
the academic world. He has held 
positions of principal Accountant 
General of Sikkim, Odisha, Kerala and 

West Bengal during his service career. He was also the Director 
of the Agricultural Marketing and Co-operatives Department 
of Odisha, India, where he designed sustainable livelihood 
models for farmers through efficient and effective marketing 
of their produce.
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A 222, Sushant Lok-I, Gurgaon - 122001, Haryana, India
Tel: +91-124-4777444, Fax: +91-124-4777440 
e-Mail: info@skoch.in, www.skoch.in

ABOUT SKOCH GROUP
SKOCH Group is India’s leading think tank dealing with socio-economic issues with a focus on 
inclusive growth since 1997. The Group companies include a consulting wing, a media wing and 
a charitable foundation. SKOCH Group is able to bring an Indian felt-needs context to strategies 
and engages with Fortune-500 companies, State Owned Enterprises, Government to SMEs 
and Community-Based Organisations with equal ease. The repertoire of services includes field 
interventions, consultancy, research reports, impact assessments, policy briefs, books, journals, 
workshops and conferences. SKOCH Group has instituted India’s highest independent civilian 
honours in the field of governance, finance, technology, economics and social sector.
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Time Conference

Fri 3rd Dec
1830-2000

Bringing Governments and People Closer 
– M Ramachandran

Wed 8th Dec
1830-2000

Pandemonium: The Great Indian Banking 
Tragedy – Tamal Bandyopadhyay

Thur 9th Dec
1900-2030

Rising to the China Challenge - Winning Through 
Strategic Patience and Economic Growth

Fri 10th Dec
1300-1400

10 Flashpoints 20 Years – Manish Tewari

Thur 16th Dec
1830-2000

Institutional Change and Power Asymmetry in 
the Context of Rural India – Amar Patnaik

Time Conference
Sat 20th Nov
1000-1330

Living with Crypto

Sat 4th Dec
0920-1330

Security & Data Protection 

Sat 11th Dec
1000-1330

Gaming: The New Frontier

Wed 15th Dec
1800-2000

Digital Transformation &  
Inclusive Growth 

Sat 18th Dec
1000-1330

Public Policy Forum & LITFest, 
Valedictory & Awards


